REMARKS 



Reconsideration of this patent application is 
respectfully requested in view of the foregoing amendments, 
and the following remarks. 

The Patent Examiner has stated that claim 73 is directed 
to a nonelected invention. Thus, this claim has been 
withdrawn from further consideration. 

In this Office Action, claims 63-66 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ikeda et al EP 0215 
987. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Patent Examiner has 
allowed claims 47, 50, 53, 61-62, 67-68 and 70-72. 

Therefore, the amendments to this Patent Application are 
to cancel the finally rejected claims 63 to 66, and to cancel 
claim 73, which was withdrawn from further consideration by 
the Patent Examiner. 

Hence, the only claims remaining in this Patent 
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Application are allowed claims 47, 50, 53, 61-62, 67-68 and 
70-72. 



For all these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that 
the prior art rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 over Ikeda et al 
has now been overcome. Withdrawal of this ground of 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above amendments, it is firmly believed 
the present patent application is now in condition for 
allowance. A prompt Notification of Allowability is 
respectfully requested. 



COLLARD & ROE, P.C. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
EIGEN ET AL DIV 




Allison C. Collardf, Reg NoTZ2^532 
Edward R. Freedman, Reg . No . 26, 048 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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